

Adopted 7/26/15


Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter and Crescimbeni:



RESOLUTION 2016-451-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING OCTOBER 5, 2016 AS THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF STETSON KENNEDY’S BIRTH IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Stetson Kennedy of Jacksonville, Florida, was in the vanguard of civil rights warriors who fought, sacrificed and often perished in an historic struggle for the civil rights of others often at the expressed threat  to their own safety and lives; and

WHEREAS,
born in the Riverside community of Jacksonville on October 5, 1916, Stetson Kennedy was an American author, human rights activist and folklorist; and

WHEREAS,
Stetson Kennedy is best remembered for infiltrating the Ku Klux Klan in the early 1940s and exposing many of the groups secrets and code; and
WHEREAS,
in 1937, after leaving the University of Florida, Stetson Kennedy joined the New Deal’s WPA Florida Writers’ Project and was put in charge of folklore, oral history and ethnic studies; working with African American novelist Zora Neale Hurston, they ventured from the  turpentine camps near Cross City to the Clara White Mission Soup Kitchen in Jacksonville collecting stories; owing to the strict adherence to Jim Crow laws in the South, he and Ms. Hurston were forced to travel separately; when in Jacksonville, Hurston was not allowed to enter the Federal Writers’ Project office through the front door; and
WHEREAS,
to enhance public awareness of the effects of the racist Jim Crow laws and system in the South, Kennedy authored a number of books that exposed the inner workings of the Ku Klux Klan including Southern Exposure in 1946, Jim Crow Guide in the USA in 1959, and After Appomattox: How the South Won the War, in 1959; considered too incendiary to be published in the United States, his books had to be published in France; Kennedy was characterized by other writers as “the greatest single contributor to the weakening of the Ku Klux Klan”; and
WHEREAS,
Stetson Kennedy often characterized himself as the “most hated man in Florida”; when he ran for Governor of  Florida in 1952, his home in Fruit Cove was firebombed and many of his papers were destroyed; and


WHEREAS,
in 2003, Stetson Kennedy’s residence in Fruit Cove, Beluthahatchee, was designated as a Literary Landmark; managed by the Stetson Kennedy Foundation, his home is now a museum, habitat for wildlife and rookery and roosting place for many types of waterfowl; according to Nora Zeal Hurston, the name “Beluthahatchee” describes a mythical “Florida Shangri-La, where all unpleasantness is forgiven and forgotten”; and

WHEREAS,
through his writings and activism, Stetson Kennedy dedicated his life to eradicating wrongs that had been erected to bar some from their basic human rights as Americans; he labored arduously in an era fraught with danger; and we therefore honor Stetson Kennedy’s memory and celebrate his momentous life when we observe the Centennial of his birth in Jacksonville, Florida, on October 5, 2016; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and celebrate October 5, 2016 as the 100th Anniversary of the birth of Stetson Kennedy, stalwart for freedom, and commends the Stetson Kennedy Foundation for its work in keeping Stetson Kennedy’s legacy alive and relevant today.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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